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1. Course Prefix and Number: HUM 150

Course Title: Introduction to African Literature

Course Description: Presents a cross-cultural and historical approach to the oral and written works by major Black writers of Africa.

Upon completion of this course, the student can:
1.	Demonstrate ability to read literary texts of African writers whether in English or in translation.
2.    	Apply class lectures and group discussions about African identity and African perspectives to reading materials.
3.	Express concepts in clear, organized Standard English in papers and on essay exams.
4.	Compare ideas and themes across a range of contexts, cultures, and areas of knowledge on the continent of Africa.
5.	Analyze and interpret literature and supplemental reading sources.
6.	Explain how the literature expresses cultural values, concepts, and aesthetics of the people of Africa. 
7.	Discuss attitudes, values, and assumptions about Africa and consider the consequences in academic, personal, and public contexts.  
8.	Explain the relationship between African literature and the cultural/historical context from which it springs.
9.	Articulate new knowledge of the cultures represented in Africa.


General Education Competencies:
COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY
 
· Learning outcome: Students will read and listen with comprehension.
· Course objective: Improve students' ability to read African literary texts whether in English or in translation.
· Implementation activity: Students will analyze, summarize and interpret a variety of reading materials.  In written responses on a designated web site, class discussions, and short papers, students will formulate responses and interpretations using varied strategies and resources.
· Course objective: Apply class lectures and group discussions about African identity and African perspectives to reading materials.
· Implementation activity: Students will listen to lectures, stories, articles, and group discussions related to the reading assignments.  Quizzes and exams will test listening skills. 
· Learning outcome: Students will speak and write clearly.
· Course objective: Express concepts in clear, organized Standard English in papers and on essay exams.
· Implementation activity: Students will write short papers and essay responses, using relevant well-selected evidence from African texts and their cultural contexts to support their points.   They will use MLA documentation style. They will hold group and whole-class discussions. 

THINK CRITICALLY
· Learning outcome: Students will make connections in learning across the disciplines and draw logical conclusions.
· Course objective: Compare and contrast ideas and themes across a range of contexts, cultures, and areas of knowledge on the continent of Africa. 
· Implementation activity: Students will write short papers and essay exam responses that require close examination, comparisons, and evaluation of ideas and themes from different geographical regions and cultures in Africa.
· Learning outcome: Students will demonstrate problem solving through interpreting, analyzing, summarizing, and/or integrating a variety of materials.
· Course objective: Employ basic approaches to the analysis of African literary texts.
· Implementation activity: Students will analyze and interpret literature and supplemental reading resources.   
· Implementation activity: Students will participate in class/group discussions, and write short papers and/or essay exam questions of analysis and interpretation.  Students will use literary terminology in their analyses.


LEARN INDEPENDENTLY


	· Learning outcome: Students will make choices based upon awareness of ethics and differing perspectives/ideas.
· Course objective: Explain how the literature expresses cultural values, concepts, and aesthetics of the people of Africa. 
· Implementation activity: Students will understand the values, beliefs, and aesthetics of different African cultures through literary readings, Internet research, films, and documentaries; they will make connections with their own culture through discussions and reflective writings.  
· Implementation activity: In exams and class discussions, students will identify distinctive characteristics, genres, periods, themes of traditional and modern African oratory, literature, and film (e.g., proverb wisdom, call-and-response, praise-poetry, African griot traditions, colonial and post-colonial African "response" literature). 
· Learning outcome: Students will apply learning in academic, personal, and public situations.
· Course objective: Examine one’s attitudes, values, and assumptions about Africa, and consider their consequences in academic, personal, and public contexts.  
· Implementation activity: Students will write short reflective papers and hold group discussions in which they examine their own and their society’s Eurocentric attitudes, values, and assumptions and consider the consequences.  Through reflective papers and journal entries, students will identify and analyze significant cross cultural differences and similarities between African culture and other cultures of the world.  

EXAMINE RELATIONSHIPS IN DIVERSE AND COMPLEX ENVIRONMENTS 
· Learning outcome: Students will recognize the relationship of the individual to human heritage and culture.
· Course objective: Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between African literature and the cultural/historical context from which it springs.
· Implementation activity: Students will learn cultural and historical background through lectures and readings. On exams, students will demonstrate an understanding of the role of African literature in developing a national identity in African Nations.  
· Implementation activity: In class, students will read and discuss African perspectives on European images of Africa.
· Implementation activity: Students will recognize the controversial stance of African discourse as a deconstruction of the Western image of the native, the black, the African, the Other.  They will write reflective papers and hold reflective class discussion.
· Implementation activity:  Students will study the development of feminism in African literature. They will write reflective papers and hold reflective class discussions.
· Learning outcome: Students will develop an awareness of self as an individual member of a multicultural global community.	 
· Course objective: Articulate new knowledge of the cultures represented in Africa.
· Implementation activity: From readings and lectures, students will broaden their understanding of human experience in Africa and demonstrate new knowledge in discussions and reflective writings.   
· Implementation activity: Students will recognize the controversial stance of African discourse as a deconstruction of the Western image of the native, the black, the African, the Other.  They will write reflective papers and hold reflective class discussion.

2. Effective date (semester and year): Summer 2008

3. Describe the type of distance learning delivery method to be used.
The course will be offered via the internet using the BCTC-approved course software.

4. Describe how the course will achieve, in new ways, the same learning outcomes as when the course is taught by traditional delivery methods.
The course currently uses published works of literature and instructor-created written lectures and handouts as its main methods of instructional delivery. This information is supplemented with readings. The students are also given numerous chances to ask questions with prompt feedback through weekly and ongoing discussion forums (where the students can talk with each other or the instructor) and email contact. 

5. Describe the availability of related services such as labs, library, research, and supplemental information.
All supplemental information (homework handouts, review sheets, assignment sheets, sample documents, etc.) is available for the student to print and/or save via the course software. Students also have access to the KYVU (Kentucky’s Virtual Library) website. Students are also welcome to attend the instructor’s in-person office hours if they choose.

6. 	Describe how ADA compliance has been assessed to ensure accessibility of course content for students with disabilities.
The course will be screened for ADA compliance using the accessibility guidelines provided by BCTC.  Students with disabilities that would have an impact on their access to the online course will be encouraged to contact Disability Support Services at their home campus.

7.	Describe how appropriate levels of faculty-student and student-student interaction will be achieved.
	The course utilizes weekly and ongoing open discussion forums and email for both faculty/student interaction and student/student interaction. The students may also contact the instructor via phone.  Students are required to post their answers to questions on discussion boards, and they are required to post responses to comments by other students on discussion boards.

8.	Describe any technical requirements for remote sites (ITV, computer hardware/software, and special equipment).
	The course requires a computer with internet access, as well as word processing software.   To listen to audio links, students also need digital media software.

9.	Within the department, who should be contacted for further information about the proposed 	course:
	
Name: Iddah Otieno		Gerald Adair
Phone: (859) 246-6341		(859) 246-6366
Email: Iddah.Otieno@kctcs.edu	Gerry.Adair@kctcs.edu
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