[image: image1.jpg]Bluegrass

¥, e [ g



Application for Offering a Course Using a Distance Education Format
1. Course Prefix and Number:    JOU 101
Course Title: Introduction to Journalism

Course Description:  This course surveys the history and social theories of journalism and introduces students to contemporary journalistic practice. Student will learn about the function and operation of print, electronic and on-line news media. Issues and concepts to be covered include the relationship of government to media; press freedom and controls; media ethics, and the impact of global communications. The course also covers the relationship of journalism to advertising, public relations and telecommunications, particularly with regard to new technologies.

Course Objectives/Competencies:

Students will be able to

I.    Communicate Effectively

1.    Read and listen with comprehension.

Course objective: exhibit an understanding of class materials and lectures

Instructional objective: Students will analyze and respond to class materials in writing and through class discussions.

2.    Speak and write clearly using standard English.



Course objective: produce clear writing that is free of 

distracting errors in grammar and mechanics

Instructional objective: Students will address problems with 

sentence structure and mechanics through writing exercises and 

by revising written assignments when necessary.

3.    Interact cooperatively with others using both verbal and 

non-verbal means.


Course objective: communicate effectively with instructor and 

peers  

Instructional objective: Students will complete a group project 

that requires cooperative teamwork and coordination.

II.   Think Critically

1.    Demonstrate problem solving through interpreting, analyzing,

 

summarizing, and/or integrating a variety of materials.



Course objective: learn about the complexities of the mass media 

through a variety of source types

Instructional objective: Students will study and discuss problems 

journalists face and resolve as they cover news stories.

III. Learn Independently 

1.    Use appropriate search strategies and resources to find,

 

evaluate, and use information.

Course objective: explore availability of resources  

Instructional objective: Students will use various research 

methods to analyze media history, impacts, and conflicts. Such 

methods may include library research, web-based research, observation, and viewing/listening to multi-media sources.

2.    Make choices based upon awareness of ethics and differing     
     

 perspectives/ideas. 

Course objective: discuss ethical dilemmas faced by journalists 

Instructional objective: Students will analyze ethically complex 

situations using ethical approaches typically used by 

professional journalists.

3.   Apply learning in academic, personal, and public situations.



Course objective: assess media strategies and influences 

Instructional objective: Students will take part in exercises 

designed to help them become more astute and sophisticated 

consumers of the media.

IV.   Examine Relationships in Diverse and Complex Environments

1.    Develop an awareness of self as an individual member of a

 

multicultural global community.



Course objective: become aware of the medias’ ability to connect 

and inform a worldwide audience




Instructional objective: Students will take part in activities 

designed to illustrate the journalist’s responsibility for

                             
delivering stories from around the globe.
2. Effective date (semester and year): Spring 2008

3. Describe the type of distance learning delivery method to be used.

The course will be taught via the internet using an online course management system. 
4. Describe how the course will achieve, in new ways, the same learning outcomes as when the course is taught by traditional delivery methods.

Course Content:

Lecture material will be delivered in modules via word processing documents, presentation software (such as Microsoft Power Point), and/or threaded discussion. 

Written Assignments:

Written assignments will be submitted via the course management system. Class members will respond to assignments designed to deepen  understanding of course content and enhance media literacy. 

Exams: 

Exams may be administered online, at the local college, or at an approved proctored location. 

Discussion Board:

Students will participate in threaded discussions of course content via asynchronous discussion board activities.
Tests/Assessments: 

Quizzes and exams will be administered. 

Integrated Video Clips:

Video clips addressing course content may be used.
5. Describe the availability of related services such as labs, library, research, and supplemental information.

· Students will have access to the Kentucky Virtual Library (KYVL) that provides access to a large database for periodicals and books. 
· The World Wide Web will be used as a tool for research. 
· The BCTC Learning Resource Center inter-library loan service is available to online students
· Additional resources for research may be supplied by the textbook publisher
6. Describe how ADA compliance has been assessed to ensure accessibility of course content for students with disabilities.

The course will be screened for ADA compliance using the accessibility guidelines provided by BCTC. Students with disabilities that would have an impact on their access to the online course will be encouraged to contact the Disability Support Services at their home campus. 
7. Describe how appropriate levels of faculty-student and student-student interaction will be achieved.

Discussion boards will be used as a means for interaction for topics related to the text or current events.  Online chats between instructor and students, as well as chats with professionals in the media between the instructor and students, will be conducted to increase media awareness. 

8. Describe any technical requirements for remote sites (ITV, computer hardware/software, and special equipment).

Students will be expected to have regular access to a personal computer and a reliable high-speed internet connection. Basic productivity software such as Microsoft Word, Microsoft Power Point, Adobe Acrobat Reader and multi-media software will be required. Some software may be supplied or available for free download.
9.
Within the department, who should be contacted for further information about the proposed

course:

Name:
Greg Rickert – Communication Area Coordinator




Phone:
859-246-6332

Email:
gregory.rickert@kctcs.edu


























































